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What are state standards?

Every state has adopted its own list of the skills that students should learn at each grade level from
kindergarten through high school. These lists are the state content and learning standards. Teachers are
responsible for teaching the skills for their students' grade level, although standards do not say how
teachers should teach. For more information about curriculum frameworks, you may wish to visit the
Massachusetts’ Department of Elementary and Secondary Education at http://www.doe.mass.edu

What is a standards-based report card?

A standards-based report card lists the most important skills students should learn in each subject at a
particular grade level. For example, in writing, a second-grade report card might list these skills:

Writes in complete sentences

Uses capital letters, periods, question marks and quotation marks correctly
Uses the writing process (prewriting, first draft, revision, and final draft)
Writes a friendly letter with a greeting, body and conclusion

Knows the purpose and use of a dictionary, thesaurus and atlas

How is my child graded?

Instead of letter grades, students receive marks that show how well they have mastered the skills. The
marks might show whether the student exceeds, meets, is working towards, or below for each standard.
The numbers also reflect what is being taught in class. Students usually get separate marks for effort and
work habits, which are important for parents to keep tabs on even if these characteristics aren't included
in the assessment of the student's academic skills.
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Is the 4 the same as an A?

No. The numbers cannot and should not be matched to letter grades. The number grade gives a more
detailed description of how your child is moving towards meeting a standard set for all students at a

particular grade. The numbers will also indicate that the teaching and learning of the standard is ongoing.

An example: A child is expected, by the end of grade 1 to “name, write and use numerals to 200.”
However, a child as only been taught to 100 and is doing well working at this skill at the time the report
card is issued, then a 2 would be issued. This example illustrates that a child is on track for succeeding at
mastering the standard by the end of the school year.

What if my child receives all 2’s, does this mean he/she is failing

No. Standards based report cards are not about failing and passing. The 2’s show that a child is working
towards mastery. Teachers will be providing a combination of instruction in the core curriculum,
individualized, and differentiated support to facilitate a child’s progress towards mastery.
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BROCKTON PUBLIC SCH00LS INTRODUCES
STANDARDS BASED REPORT CARDS

ANNOUNCING!

The Brockton Public Schools is proud to
announce standards based report cards for
kindergarten — grade 5! The new report card
will be used for the first time at the upcoming
November parent/teacher conferences. The
report cards reflect what children are expected
to learn and how they are progressing towards
those learning goals (standards). For the first
time, the Brockton Public Schools have report
cards that are specific to each grade and each
grade’s standards.

The development of the report cards took
several years and went through numerous
drafts before the final draft was created. The
process began in 2006 when a committee was
established to examine the current grading and
reporting practices.

The questions that were asked:

*Does the report card reflect our expectations
for student learning?

*Does the report card reflect what is being
taught?

*1s the report card specific to grade level
standards?

The committee agreed that the report card did
not answer the questions and needed updating
and revision. A working draft was completed
by September 2008 and presented to the school
committee for comment and review. The
school committee agreed that the report card
should be introduced as a pilot during the
2008-2009 school year and suggested that
parents, teachers and students give their input.
The final draft reflects the comments and
suggestions made by parents, teachers and
students!

If you have any questions about your child’s
report card your child’s teacher or the building
principal is your best source for information
and explanation. Should you have further
guestions or wish to comment on the topic of
standards based report cards, please visit (after
November 23) bpsma.org and click on the
report card link. Reports cards will be
reviewed yearly to reflect revisions to the state
frameworks or changes in district curricula.

[ Why Do We cNeed o cNew cReport Card?

One of the most frequently asked questions
when changing from a traditional grading system
to a standards/performance based reporting
system is: Why do we need a new report card?

*The new report card will be aligned to state
standards.

*The new report card has been designed to
reflect student performance and what a child
knows and is able to do.

*The new report card provides results based
on learning with an emphasis on the growth
of your child.

*The new report card is unique to the grade

and standards of that grade.

*The new report card addresses
developmental knowledge and skills over
time.
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You can use this information to help your child. Choose a skill you're
concerned about and ask the teacher how you can help your child
with it at home.

You can also ask the teacher what he can do to help your child at
school.
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Report Cards

review the report cards.

Visit the Brockton Public Schools website at
bpsma.org and click on the report card link to






