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Brockton Public Schools 

School Committee Policy 

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

Within the school setting, students enjoy the constitutional right of freedom of expression, 

including the right to express their views in student publications, provided such expression does 

not cause, or threaten to cause by reasonable forecast by school officials, any disruption or 

disorder in the school. Additionally, such constitutional right of freedom of expression does not 

include expression which is obscene, defamatory, or advocates violence or illegality where such 

advocacy is imminently likely to incite the commission of such acts to the detriment of school 

security, or which can reasonably be forecast to cause substantial disruption or material 

interference with school activities. 

The School Committee will at least annually review their support of student publications, and 

encourage student publications not only because they offer an educational activity through which 

students gain experience in reporting, writing, editing, and understanding responsible journalism, 

but also because they provide an opportunity for students to express their views subject to the 

limitations as contained in this policy. 

Student publications will be encouraged to comply with the rules for responsible journalism. 

Students shall affix their names to all articles or editorials written by or contributed to by them. 

The Superintendent will establish guidelines that are in keeping with this policy and provide for 

review of student publications prior to their distribution, to address matters that are not protected 

forms of expression. 

Each student publication shall contain the following: "Pursuant to state law, no expression made 

by students in the exercise of such rights shall be deemed to be an expression of school policy 

and no school officials shall be held responsible in any civil or criminal action for any expression 

made or published by the students." 

Distribution of Literature 

The time, place and manner of distribution of literature will be reasonably regulated by the 

Principal. 
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