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June 22, 2017
TO:

Brockton School Committee

FROM:

Thomas J. Minichiello, Jr., Chair



Aldo Petronio, Chief Budget Officer

RE:

Report of the June 20, 2017 Finance Subcommittee Meeting  
The Finance Subcommittee of the Brockton School Committee met on Tuesday, June 20, 2017, at 6:15 p.m. in the Little Theatre at Brockton High School, Brockton, MA.
Present:  

Mr. Minichiello, Mr. Petronio, Ms. Asack, Mr. D'Agostino, Ms. Sullivan; Mr. Sullivan,



Superintendent Smith  
Absent:

Ms. Plant, Mr. Gormley

Also Present:   
Mayor Carpenter, Deputy Superintendent Thomas, E Team Members
Mr. Minichiello opened the meeting at 6:25 p.m. and called on Superintendent Smith to lead the discussion.  

Superintendent Smith opened by saying she was pleased to see the support for the district at the public hearing on the budget.  With respect to views voiced at the hearing about the transparency of the budget process, she said that copies of the budget are available at the Brockton Public Library and in her office, as in all years.  Additionally, Budget Barometers, which are the committees' working budget, are posted online with other documents and meeting minutes.  She reminded everyone that on almost every Tuesday since March, budget meetings have been held in open session and the president of the BEA has been provided with documents from these meetings as requested. She said we are still waiting for a state budget to be passed and she stands behind the process she has used and feels it has been transparent.
With respect to comments made about the responsibility of school committee and district and city leaders to advocate for the schools, she responded that she has given an update on advocacy at every finance and school committee meeting.  She, along with school committee members, the Mayor and district administrators have talked with representatives at the local and state levels all throughout this process.  She also said that at the city council budget hearings she talked about a proposition 2 ½ override and felt the council supported her in this initiative.   

Mayor Carpenter also spoke to concerns aired earlier and said it is not a fair characterization to say the city is not doing its share.  He said the city is doing more and the state is doing less, he cited the $12 million Brockton must pay for charter school reimbursement as the primary reason.  He said "this administration is balancing the budget on the backs of poor urban districts."  He does not agree with a Proposition 2 ½ override which he said will not help the district this year, but instead said that Chapter 70 recommendations are not being followed and he has set aside funds for outside legal representation to bring an equity lawsuit against the state -  this is where he feels the relief will come from.  He said we need final state figures and also need to review transportation and programs, he will continue to look on the city side for additional funds that he can send over (to the school district).   
Mr. Minichiello said that he understands everyone's concerns but we need to be unified: the budget is not completed on Beacon Hill and we need to bring a group in to the state house before the budget is finalized.  He asked the Superintendent to work with legislators right away for a date to bring members from school committee, staff, the Mayor, parents and students to protest the budget.
Mr. D'Agostino said he is the parent of a future Brockton Public Schools student and he is concerned for the district as well, he agreed with Mayor Carpenter that this will need to be settled in court and reiterated Mr. Minichiello's statement that everyone must come together.    
Mr. Minichiello said that at this point the committee needs to approve the budget figures that we have, decisions have been made based on these numbers.  Mr. Minichiello asked for a motion to approve the FY18 budget.

Mr. D'Agostino moved, with regret, to approve the FY NET School Spending Budget of $161,043,295.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Sullivan and the vote was unanimous.

Ms. Sullivan moved to put forward the FY18 Non-NET School Spending budget request of $10,172,063; the motion was seconded by Mr. D'Agostino and the vote was unanimous.  
Seeing no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
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