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May 17, 2017 

 

 

TO:  Brockton School Committee 

 

FROM:  Thomas J. Minichiello, Jr., Chair 

  Aldo Petronio, Chief Budget Officer 

 

RE:  Report of the May 16, 2017 Finance Subcommittee Meeting   

 

The Finance Subcommittee of the Brockton School Committee met on Tuesday, May 16, 2017, at 6:00 

p.m. in the George M. Romm Little Theatre at Brockton High School, Brockton, MA. 

 

Present:    Mr. Minichiello, Mr. Petronio, Ms. Asack, Mr. D'Agostino, Mr. Gormley, Ms. Plant,  

   Ms. Sullivan, Mr. Sullivan, Superintendent Smith   

 

Also Present:    M. Bandis, Executive Team 

 

Mr. Minichiello opened the meeting at 6:04 p.m. and asked Superintendent Smith to begin the discussion.  

The Superintendent said she had would provide several updates for the committee this evening and they 

would also hear from City CFO John Condon. 

 

Budget Barometer 

The Superintendent said the current barometer indicates where we stand at this point, no changes since 

May 2
nd

 except the adding back of the IB program.  She said she has not yet gone before City Council or 

received figures from the Mayor.  She reminded the committee that at this point we need to be patient. 

 

She announced that RIF notices were delivered to certified staff on Friday, May 12
th

, it was a difficult day.  

There are a total of 143 eliminated certified positions, in addition, non-union administrators also received 

pink or blue slips. In total there will be about 340 pink slips.  

 

The budget barometer will now be posted on the BPS website together with minutes and other pertinent 

information.  The narrative that was handed out to school committee tonight explains the $16 million 

deficit and will also be on the website.   

 

Committee Members 

Joyce J. Asack 

Mark S. D'Agostino 

Brett Gormley 

Thomas J. Minichiello, Jr. 

Lisa M. Plant 

Judy A. Sullivan 

Timothy J. Sullivan 

           The Honorable Bill Carpenter 
        Chair/Mayor of Brockton 

 
         Thomas J. Minichiello, Jr. 
                  Vice-Chair 

 
           Kathleen A. Smith, JD  

Secretary/Superintendent 

                 of Schools 



  

                    Brockton Public Schools - Instructional excellence for every student, every day. 

 

 

Advocacy Update  
The Superintendent reviewed efforts to date, she said Mayor Carpenter will soon have a conversation with 

Congressman Lynch with respect to the budget.  She said Mr. Minichiello is requesting, as part of the 

advocacy campaign, that Save Our Schools/Brockton Kids Count (SOS/BKC) coordinate groups of 

constituents to go into the state house. 

 

The Superintendent said she met today with a local businessman to ask for support for the SOS/BKC 

project, and will meet with others as she prepares a list of businesses that she will approach.  SOS/BKC 

has scheduled a showcase on Tuesday, May 30
th

, from 6 – 8 p.m. in the Red and Yellow cafeterias at 

Brockton High School.   

 

Organizational Chart Review/Executive Team District Support  

The Superintendent handed out an updated BPS administrative organizational chart. The chart showed 

positions that are currently vacant and will not be filled as well as positions that received either a blue or a 

pink slip.  She reminded the committee that we need to balance our budget but also need to run the 

district, priority callbacks at this point in time will be classroom teachers. 

 

City Report – CFO John Condon 

Mr. Condon updated the committee on the city's finances with respect to the school department budget.  

He said it is not likely that the estimated Mayor's figure for the school district will go up and cited  

increased pension and health care costs, an anti-tax increase mindset in the city, among some of the 

reasons for the deficit. He said he believes it is a mistake to not ask voters to help pay for capital projects 

via overrides or debt exclusions.  Superintendent Smith asked for clarification on debt exclusions/ 

overrides, Mr. Condon explained that if we were to ask the voters to approve one or the other for the 

construction projects, it would be approximately a 2% increase in taxes for a set number of years until the 

project is paid for.  A brief question and answer period followed; Mr. Minichiello thanked Mr. Condon for 

his consideration and for coming to speak this evening. 

 

The Superintendent reminded school committee when we are talking about equity in education, Brockton 

should be the lead plaintiff.  She also said that we need more people to come together to advocate for our 

school system. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

 

   

Handouts: 

Budget Barometer 

BPS Organizational Chart 

FY18 Budget Priority List 

$16 Million Budget Crisis Narrative 


